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 Key Vocabulary Skills and Technique  

 
Key Stage 1 

 
Vocabulary Definition  

Sketching A drawing that is done quickly without a lot of details. Artists often use sketches as 
a preparation for a more detailed painting or drawing. 

Observational Drawing When an artist observes something and responds to it with a visual representation.  
 

Line An image which can consist of straight, curved or diagonal lines. 
 

Blending  The technique of gently intermingling two or more colours or values to create a 
gradual transition or to soften lines 
 

Shading  A technique used by illustrators, designers, and other visual artists to create the 
illusion of depth in a two-dimensional medium. 
 

 

 

 

                     
 
Lower Key Stage 2 

 
Vocabulary Definition  

Cartoon  Usually refers to an animation or a funny drawing.  
 

Tone The brightness or deepnest of a colour.  

Form The element of art which is represented by 3 dimensional.  
 

Still Life A painting or drawing of an arrangement of objects. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Upper Key Stage 2 

 
Vocabulary The Definition  

Value The lightness or the darkness of a colour. 
 

Still Life  A drawing of an arrangement of objects.  

Light Source Where the light is coming from and effecting the value of the object.  
 

Perspective  Represent a three-dimensional object on a two-dimensional surface (a piece of paper 
or canvas).  It can create an illusion of space and depth on a flat surface.  
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/do
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/lot
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/detail
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/artist
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/preparation

